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Heads of DC Water, DDOE, to close series of “Post-Oil City” Workshops and Dialogue Panels 
Workshops addressed how cities in the future can function without oil. 
 
For the first time in history, more than 50 percent of the 
world’s population lives in urban areas. This new reality 
raises fundamental questions about water management, 
water and food security and urban food production. 
Given the history of urban spaces, soil and water 
pollution, problems are prevalent. They also pose 
threats to meeting the water and food needs of urban 
populations, as transporting food and water over long 
distances are inconsistent with the energy and mobility 
goals of the Post-Oil City and its high efficiency 
economy. The Post-Oil City must, therefore, adopt 
models for achieving water and food security that 
include reductions in long-distance transportation, increased urban food production, improved water capture 
and reuse and new solutions for an aging and outdated urban infrastructure.  

Post-Oil City: The History of the City’s Future is an international planning and landscape architecture exhibition 
that presents paradigms of traditional climate-sensitive construction from the past on display in the field of 
sustainable urban planning. The exhibit, which is hosted by the College of Agriculture, Urban Sustainability and 
Environmental Sciences of the University of the District of Columbia, and the Goethe-Institut Washington, 
presents innovative solutions for the Post-Oil City as envisioned by architects, planners, designers and engineers 
from 10 different countries.  

Embedded within the exhibition were workshops and panels on topics shaping the Post-Oil City of the future 
including mobility, energy, and food and water security. The final in this series of dialogue workshops, The City 
of the Future: Water & Food Security, will bring together a broad range of stakeholders to discuss how food and 
water needs can be met in the post oil era. Expert panelists include: George S. Hawkins, General Manager, DC 
Water and Sewer Authority; Keith Anderson, Director, District Department of the Environment; Dr. Jill Auburn, 
National Program Leader, Division of Agricultural Systems, Institute of Food Production & Sustainability, USDA 
National Institute of Food and Agriculture; and Dr. Thomas Schmidt, Minister Counselor, Food, Agriculture and 
Consumer Protection, Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany. The dialogue panel will be held Friday, Feb. 
21, 9:30 a.m. – Noon in Building 32 of UDC’s Van Ness Campus. Registration is available here.  

The other workshops and dialogue conference hosted throughout the exhibit brought together speakers from 
the District Department of Planning, the District Department of Transportation, the District Department of 
Housing and Community Development, the Northern Virginia Regional Commission, Volkswagen of America, 
TransSolar GMBH, the German Institute for Foreign Cultural Relations, Alta Planning + Design and REHAU. The 
exhibition Post-Oil City: The History of the City’s Future will be available for viewing on the second floor of 
Building 32 of UDC’s Van Ness Campus until March 1. For more information, contact causes@udc.edu.  
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http://www.eventbrite.com/o/the-college-of-agriculture-urban-sustainability-and-environmental-sciences-of-the-university-of-the-district-of-columbia-5718107513
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About the Goethe-Institut Washington  
On behalf of the Federal Republic of Germany, cultural institutes around the world provide cultural programs, language courses, support 
to educators, and up-to-date information on Germany in the context of Europe. Founded in 1990, Goethe-Institut Washington, DC is a 
center for German culture and language in the midst of the revitalized Downtown. Visit www.goethe.de/washington for more 
information. 

 
About the University of the District of Columbia 
An HBCU, urban land-grant, and the only public university in the nation's capital, The University of the District of Columbia is committed 
to a broad mission of education, research and community service.  Established by abolitionist Myrtilla Miner in 1851, the University of DC 
offers Associate's, Bachelor's and Master's Degrees and a host of workplace development services designed to create opportunities for 
student success.  The University is comprised of the College of Agriculture, Urban Sustainability and Environmental Sciences, College of 
Arts and Sciences, School of Business and Public Administration, School of Engineering and Applied Sciences, a Community College and 
the David A. Clarke School of Law. To learn more, visit www.udc.edu.The University of the District of Columbia is an Equal Opportunity/ 
Affirmative Action institution. Minorities, women, veterans and persons with disabilities are encouraged to apply. For a full version of the 
University's EO Policy Statement, please visit: http://www.udc.edu/equal_opportunity.The University of the District of Columbia is 
accredited by the Middle States Commission on Higher Education - 3624 Market Street - Philadelphia, PA 19104 - 267.284.5000. 
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